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FOREWORD

The present code SIA 267 Geotechnical Design is directed towards design engineers. Also addressed are owners and
those involved in site supervision and the execution of construction works.

SIA 267 is part of the Swiss structural codes. It follows parts of the European Standard EN 1997-1 Geotechnical design
– Part 1 General Rules and includes the basic principles set out in the recommendations SIA V191 (1995), SIA V192
(1996), and SIA V191/1 (2001) and the guideline SIA 2009.

The Swiss structural codes comprise the following:
– SIA 260 Basis of structural design
– SIA 261 Actions on structures
– SIA 262 Concrete structures
– SIA 263 Steel structures
– SIA 264 Composite steel and concrete structures
– SIA 265 Timber structures
– SIA 266 Masonry
– SIA 267 Geotechnical design.

It is planned to add to the Swiss structural codes a code on the conservation of structures.

SIA 267 contains the basic principles and regulations that should be observed in geotechnical engineering. It sets out
the requirements for geotechnical site investigations, the description of geotechnical parameters as well as geotechnical
analysis and dimensioning. Not part of the code are provisions for the methods of analysis and of determining the pro-
perties of soil and rock.

SIA 267 includes the use of the observational method and sets out the corresponding requirements that must be com-
plied with.

SIA 267/1 regulates the methods employed to test structural components of a geotechnical nature (anchors and piles)
and provides references to the pertinent Swiss and European codes, in particular to the VSS and EN codes dealing with
the identification, description and testing of soil and rock.

Regulations for the tendering and execution of earthworks, foundations and  and other geotechnical engineering works
are given in the code SIA 118/267 Allgemeine Bedingungen für geotechnische Arbeiten.

Project Management Swisscodes and Drafting Panel for the code SIA 267



Abbreviations of organisations represented in commission 267

EPFL Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Lausanne
ETHZ Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich
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Acceptance and coming into force

The central committee for codes and regulations accepted the present code SIA 267 on 1 October 2002.

It comes into force on 1 July 2003.

It replaces, together with the code SIA 267/1, the recommendations SIA V191 Prestressed soil and rock anchors,
Edition 1995, SIA V192 Piles, Edition 1996, the pre-code SIA 191/1 Ungespannte Boden- und Felsanker (Nägel) mit
Vollverbund, Edition 2001 and the guideline SIA 2009 Bemessung von verankerten Bauwerken, Edition 1996.

Interim regulations

Up to 30 June 2004 the recommendations SIA V191, Edition 1995, and SIA V192, Edition 1996, as well as the pre-code
SIA 191/1, Edition 2001, may still be used, but only together with the structural codes they refer to.
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